
 
 

Note From Donna 
 

“Legacies are not the result of wishful thinking. They are the results of determined doing. 
The Legacy you leave is the life you lead. We live our lives daily. We leave our legacy daily. 

The people you see, the decisions you make, and the actions you take – they are what tell 
your story.” (Kouzes, James & Posner, Barry 2006) 

 
Dear Cherished Clients, 

 
Can you believe another year has flown by? This has been a wonderful year for us at 

Wilson Law as we renewed our acquaintance with many of you that we had not seen in several 
years. It was lovely to catch up with each of you and hear about new events in your lives and the 
lives of your loved ones. This is our favorite part of the Maintenance program each year. As 
Abraham Lincoln noted the “secret to success is preparation” and he stated that “you cannot 
escape the responsibility of tomorrow by evading it today”. This very nicely sums up the purpose 
of your participation in our maintenance program each year. As we talk about in our Coffees 
with Donna, our participation in Senior Advocate Expos and Discovery Series, as well as many 
of the other wonderful events we have participated in this year, You decide the legacy that you 
leave, and updating your documents in order to ensure that they are a reflection of the changes in 
your life and/or updates in the law is a big part of this. 

 
As you were previously notified by our firm, the Federal government changed the Estate 

and Gift tax laws, and as such couples can now utilize Portability, instead of the “use or lose” 
exemption that previously existed if proper tax planning was not set up. This change in law is 
one example of why Estate Planning is not a one-time event.  

 
Parents are you being an excellent leader? I loved it when Dolly Parton stated “if your 

actions create a legacy that inspires others to dream more, learn more, do more and become 
more, then, you are an excellent leader”. As the leader, keeping your estate plan current through 
our Maintenance Program will allow us to take the legal burdens off of your shoulders so that 
you may continue to have peace of mind knowing that your plan is up to date and that it meets 
your ever-evolving needs. While it remains to be seen what form the new estate planning laws 
will take, it is almost certain that new laws will affect us all. 

 
As I have said before, Life does not stand still and neither does your estate plan. Due to 

the volatility of tax laws and the economy, regular review of your estate plan is imperative. 
Current times require that we invoke all of our planning tools to stay ahead of the changes and 
address your needs. As your estate planning and Elder law firm, we have the capability to do this 



for you. We are committed to serving as one of your most trusted life and legacy advisors 
through our annual Maintenance Program. 

 
The greatest mistakes we have seen with clients in the past are the failure to update their 

plans and have their assets properly titled. To give you an analogy: You had me build this really 
nice car for you. It’s possible that if you don’t perform proper regular maintenance on the car and 
keep gas in the tank, it will fail in the future. 

 
Any changes in your life or that of your beneficiaries, such as marriage, births, deaths, 

and divorces, may require modification to your plan. Beneficiary designation for retirement plans 
and insurance policies require regular review to ensure compliance with IRS regulations and 
current family wishes. We examine the value and title of all of your assets to ensure that the 
assets are properly titled and allocated to your Trust. We will also review the beneficiary 
designations of your insurance and annuity contracts as well as your retirement plan 
beneficiaries. 

 
Planning among the generations of your family is essential in order to make certain that 

your plan furthers the objectives of your adult children and grandchildren and maximizes wealth 
transferred to them. If you fail to keep your plan updated as laws and family situations change, 
you may inadvertently be letting yourself and your family down. As a Maintenance Member, we 
will update the legal necessities in your estate plan, revise your plan to meet your current family 
and financial situation, and utilize the latest estate planning techniques to achieve the best 
outcome for you and your family. This year we will be updating the No Contest clause to reflect 
current court case law decisions. 

 
As you can see, your decision to be one of our cherished Maintenance members is a huge 

benefit to you and your family. We look forward to seeing you this 2017/18 Maintenance year 
and at the Maintenance member events planned. Come and meet our new attorney and staff and 
attend the fun and educational events we have planned for you this year! Make sure you are on 
our mailing list as we send monthly email newsletters and invitations to the many events that we 
have at our office including our “Coffee with Donna”, as well as the numerous community 
events that we are sponsoring or are involved in. We have recently updated our website 
(www.wilsonlawplc.com), and we invite you to take a look at the regularly updated posts for our 
current events. As always, if you have any questions please call or email us. 

 
Have a safe and happy August! 

 
Warmest Regards, 
 
/S/	Donna 


